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SUMMARY  OF  FOREIGN  CROP  PROSPECTS . 

Notwithstanding  the  slightly  pessimistic  stiew  recently  entertained 
by  some  observers  regarding  the  current  Argentine  grain  harvest,  the  1521 
outlook  in  the  SOUTHERN  HEMISPHERE  is  on  the  whole  a  promising  one,  Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  last  month  rainfall  was  experienced  over  the  great- 
er part  of  the  grain  producing  regions  of  the  ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC  &hd  al- 
though the  harvest  was  delayed  for  a  day  or  two  no  serious  damage  to  the 
crops  was  reported.       In  many  quarters  the  "belief  is  now  largely  held 
that  the  wheat  in  this  country  has  recently  been  somewhat  under- estimated 
and  that  the  final  results  may  show  a  production  nearly  if  not  equal  to 
that  of  last  year,    .  However,   the  above  conclusions  have  not,  up  to  date, 
been  substantiated  by  the  statistics  at  present  on  file  in  this  Bureau  . 
which  still  show  the  production  figures  for  Argentina  to  be  the  same  as 
tho z a  published  in  our  last  report.        The  "Times  of  Argentina"'  declares 
that  thare  is  little  doubt  thaththe  exportable  surplus  of  wheat  for  1521  . 
will  not  fall  short  of  129,000,000  bushels  and  shipments  may  reach  - 
147,000,000.      The  shipments  of  184,000,000  bushels  in  1920  should  not  be 
taken  as  a  proof  that  the  present  crop  is  smaller  than  last  year's,  for 
the  excess  exportation  of  1920  was  const ituted.  by  the  surplus  from  the 
previous  year,      The  lack  of  tonnage  in  1918  and  1919  forced  Argentina 
to  begin  the  year  1920  with  a  very  big  carry-over  of  old  wheat,  which 
resulted  in  the  large  exportation  for  that  year.     The  linseed  situation 
is  described  at  the  present  time  as  excellent,  while  the  outlook  for 
oats  is  still  rather  problematical*      Production  figures  as  published 
in  our  last  report  were  as  follows:    Wheat  184,000,000  bushels  compared 

with  214,000,000. last  .year;   linseed  43,000,000 

YIELD  IN  bushels  compared  with  41,000,000  last  year  and 

SOUTHERN  HEMISPHERE       oats  60,000,000  bushels  compared. with  57,000,000" 

1920-21  last  year,       In  AUSTRALIA,  the  harvest  is  prac- 

tically completed.      The  condition  of  the  wheat 
crop  is  reported  as  generally  excellent  and  the  crop  promises  to  be  well 
up  to  the  147,000,000  bushels  of  our  last  estimate,  while  some  authori- 
ties are  inclined  to  believe  that  it  Will  exceed  that  amount,     From  the 
UNION  OF  SOUTH -AFRICA,   the  latest  advices  indicate  that  the  wheat  crop' 
has  fallen  about  2  per  cent*  compared  with  previous  estimates,  due  prin- 
cipally to  drought  in  the  South  Coast,   South  Karroo,  Border  and  south- 
east districts  of  the  Cape.       In  the  chief  producing  districts,   in  the 
south  and  north-west  of  the  Cape  Provence,  the  production  is  estimated 
to  be  more  or  less  normal,       In  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State 
there  has  also  been  a  slight  drop  in  the  anticipated  production,  The 
latest  unofficial' estimates  received  by  this  Bureau  show  the  outturn 
of  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  corn,  as  follows:    Wheat.  8,112,000  bushels 
compared  with  6,530,000  last  year;  oats  6,232,000  bushels  compared  with 
7,519,000  last  year;  barley  1,088,000  bushels  compared  with  1,150,000 
last  year  and  corn  45,812,000  bushels  compared  with  42,966,000  last 
year,     In  CHILE,  unofficial  sources  state  that  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture estimates  the  production  of  wheat  for  the  season  1920-21  at 
approximately  25,203,000  bushels,  competed '.with  20,316  r000  bushels, 
the  aver v-o- for  the  years  1909-1913. 
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In  URUGUAY,  the  prospects  of  a  good  harvest  of  wheat,  corn,  and  oats, 
-re  very  satisfactory. 

In  the  NORTHERN  HEMISPHERE  winter  conditions  have,  on  the  whole, 
been  favorable  to  cereals  in  Western  Europe,  North  America  and  Japan, 
While  in  India  the  crops  have  suffered  quite  a  little  from  dryness. 
There  is  little  fresh  news  from  the  DOMINION  OF  CANADA, 
In  FRANCE,  climatic  conditions  lately  have  been  more  seasonable  for 
winter  crops.      A  report  of  the  French  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  just 
issued,  on  the  acreage  and  condition  of  the  autumn- sown  grains  on 
January  1,  1S31  gives  the  results,  as  follows,  comparative  figures 
for  1920  being  given  in  parentheses:    Winter  wheat  12,137,000  acres 

(11,369,000  acres) ,  condition  69  (68); 
AREA  OF  AUTUMN  CROPS, ■        maslin  241,000  acres  (229,000  acres),  con- 
FRANCE,  1921  dition  72  (59);  rye  2,052,000  acres  . 

(1,959,000  acres),  condition  72  (59); 
Winter  barley  357,000  acres  (346,000  acres),  condition  71  (S8)  and 
Winter  oats  1,849,000  acres  (1,833,000  acres),  condition  73  (69).  (in 
giving  the  condition,  80  means  -"good"  and  60  "fairly  good".)    At  the 
present  time  the  farmers  are  actively  preparing  the  land  for  spring 
sowing  which  is  expected  to  take  place  over  a  wider  area  than  was  the 
case  last  year.      Climatic  conditions  in  ITALY  continue  to  be  favorable 
for  cereal  sowing.    No  official  figures  are  available  relative  to  the 

total  areas  put  under  cereal  cultivation  this 
CEREAL  CROPS  BELOW  ;  ygar  ,  but  unofficial  information  indicates  that 

NORMAL  IN  ITALY  .'  it  is  below  normal.  .     No  news  of  an  authentic 

nature  regarding  the  agricultural  situation 
in  RUSSIA  is  available.       In  ROUMANIA,  reports  of  the  crop  situation 
are  more  favorable  than  fehey  were  earlier"  in  the  season,  and  it  is 
stated  that  the  area  under  cultivation  in  the  old  provinces  of  Wallachia, 

Moldavia  and  the  Dobrudja  will  be  more  than  dou- 
CROPS  DOUBLE  ble  that  of  last  year,  being  now  about  80  per 

IN  OLD  PROVINCES  cent,  of  the  area  cultivated  before  the  war, 

OF  ROUMANIA  The  weather  has,  on  the  whole,  been  abnormally 

mild  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  additional 
wheat  sowings,  no  change  (if "  any  marked :  ex  tent  has  taken  place  since  our 
last  report.     SPAIN,  the  weather  has  been  quite  favorable  recently.  The 
crops  present  a  good  appearance,  and  prospects  are  verv  satisfactory, 
In  GERMANY,  the  crops  have  been  progressing  favorably ''under  mild  weather 
conditions,      The  appearance  of  the  young  crops  is  very  satisfactory, 

but  snow  cover  -is  lacking  and  this  lack  of 
SNO^7  COVER  LACKING  ..  protective  covering  might  have  serious  results 

IN  GERMANY  if  there  should  be  a  suiien  change  to  severe 

frost.      Crop  conditions,  expressed  according 
to  the  country's  scale  of  2  -  good,  3  =  average,  were  in  the  beginning 
of  November  as  follows;    Winter  wheat' 2, 8,  as  compared  with  2,9  at  the 
same  date  last  year;  winter  barley  2.3  against  2,7  and  winter  rye  2.7 
against  2.8,       In  BELGIUM,  during  the  month  of  December  frosts  stopped 
the  germination  of  late  sowings,  but  subsequently  higher  temperatures 
prevailed  and  the  late  crops  came  up  under  fairly  good  conditions. 
Recent  reports  indicate  an  increase  in  the  wheat  area  this  year.  In 
the  UNITED  KINGDOM  autumn-sown  grains  made  good  progress  during  January, 

though  some  of  the  later- sown  crops,  especially 
GOOD  PROGRESS  MADE  BY         those  on  heavy,  low- lying  land  suffered  from 
AUTlMfeSOWN  CEREALS  the  wet  condition  of  the  soil.     Wheat  is 

IN  UNITED  KINGDOM  'generally  a  healthy,  promising  plant,  and  in 

the  eastern  counties  r  -crops  which  were  sown 
late  have  come  up  well.      The  acreage  under  wheat  is  estimated  to  be 
somewhat  greater  than  last  year  in  the  east  of  the  country  and  smaller 
in  the  west,  but  on  the  whole,  there  is  probably  slightly  more  land 
under  wheat  than  a  year  ago.    Winter  oats  are  a  good  plant  and  vigor- 
ous, and  beans  are  also  promising,  though  these  are  still  rather  back- 
ward in  some  districts*      Cultivation  was  hindered  by  the  rains  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  in  some  western  districts  little  field  work 
was  possible  during  January,       In  the  eastern  counties,  however,  there 
was  no  great  delay,  and,  exeept  on  heavy  land,  good  progress  was  made 
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with  plowing,  especially  during  the  latter  half  of  the  month.  Over 
the  country  as  a  whole  work  is  well  forward  for  this  time  of  year*  1. 
In  AUSTRIA,  reports  show  a. good  snow  covering  and  winter  cereals  have 
suffered  no  frost  damage*      Crop  conditions,  expressed  according  to 
the  scale  of  2  -  good  and  3  -  average,  were  at  the  beginning  of 
November  as  follows:    Winter  wheat  2,7  winter  rye  2.6,  both  similar 
to  tneir  condition  at  the  same  date .  last  year*      In  INDIA,  rain  is 
still  much  under  requirements,  but  the  little  that  has  fallen  has  been 
beneficial  and  the  outlook  is  somewhat  improved.      According  to  the 

third  cotton  forecast  issued  on  December  24, 
ACREAGE  AND  YIELD  1920,  the  total  area  of  cotton  in  India  for 

OF  COTTON  the  season  1520-21  amounts  to  15,704,000  acres, 

IN  INDIA  as  against  22,179,000  acres  (revised  figure}  at 

this  date  last  year,  or  a  decrease  of  11  per 
cent.    The  total  estimated  yield  is  3,521 jOCO  bales  of  iOOilbs,  each,  as 
against  5,545,000  bales  (revised  estimate)  at  this  date  last  year,  or 
a  decrease  of  35  per  cant,- 

In  FORTH  AFRICA,  the  climatic  conditions  have  been  generally 
favorable,      The  final  sowings  by  native's  in  ALGERIA  have  been  finished, 

but  the  area  of  wheat  is  less  than  last  year 
owing  to  lack  of  seed.      The  sowings  by  the 
European  settlers  have  a  good  appearance,  and 
are  very  promising.       In  TUFTS, the  appearance 
of  the  sowings  gives  satisfaction,  but  here  again 
the  area  sown  to  wheat  is  smaller  owing  to  a  deficiency  of  seed,  In 
EGYPT,  during  the  latter  part  of  December  the  weather  was- _f avor able 
and  the  water  supply  ample.      The  area  under  wheat  and  barley  has 
increased  and  appears  to  be  larger  than  last  season* 


LACK  OF  SEED 
REDUCES  WHEAT  AREA 
UN  NORTH  AFRICA 


CROPS  IF  GENERAL, 


E3TE0F/I 


The  Esthouia  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  according  to  the  Baltic 
Review  of  January  1921,  gives  the  following  statistics  on  acreage, 
production  and  average  yield  per  acre  for  crops  in  the  yeirs,  1914, 
1919  ana  1320, 


:  :  :    Yield  per 

Crops  and  years,        :  Area,  :  '  Production,   :  acrek 


;  Acres,  !  Bushels .  :  Bushels, 

F  inter  rye:                     :  :  : 

.1916..'   ,:  359,000  :  6,027,501  ?•  16.7*? 

.   .     1319  ,,                     ;  320,915  :  4,848,688  :  15.09 

1320  ...  :  357,855.  :  6,325,500  :.  17.20 

Summer  rye:                     ;  :  : 

1915  ,                       :  3,555  •  46,798  :,"  12.75 

1919  ..4  5  4.940  •  54,714  :  11.06 

1920                         ;  8,148  :  108,988  :  13,38 

Winter  wheat!                :  :  .  : 

1915  ...  ;  17,3±5  :  289,133  ;  16,65 

1913  ,   16.074  :  240,538  :  14,96 

1520                         ;  15,241  330,311  :  17,16 

Summer  wheat!                  ;  :  : 

1516  ............  :  19,122  :  259,401  f  13,55 

1513  ....                  :  15,541  :  201,334  !  12,17 

1920  ,i,,tmm  :  18,110  :  282,619  :  15,60 

Mrlsy:                         :  :  : 

1515  :  297,634  :  5,662,536  :  19.00 

1915                           :  263,153  :  4,500,030  :  17.08 

1520   ,.......:  257,453  :  5  ,  968,308  1  20.06 

Potatoes:                     :  :  : 

1916                          :  158,374  i  24,131,506  :  152,. 25 

1315                           :  136,953  :  19,082,030  :  137,05 

1320                           :  155,513  :  25,240,705  I  162.28 


( Co  mm  e  rc  e  R  epo  r  t  s ) . 
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AUSTH IA: 

The  following  table  shows  the  acreage  and  production  of  Austrian 
cereal  crops  for  1913  f  1919  and  1920,      This  estimate,  as  yet  unofficial, 
is  reported  to  have  been  obtained  from  authentic  sources; 

(60©  omitted). 


Cereals,   '  : 

1913. 

1919.  : 

1920, 

Area,  :  Yield. 

:      Area,  ! 

Yield,  . 

Area, 

•  Yield 

Barley  «.,: 

Act  e  s  .  t  Bushel  s, 

:  Acres. 

Bushel s* 

Acr  e  s  % 

I Bushel s ■ 

436  ' :  10,553 
1,006    :  23,780 
.  .    327    :  22,020  ' 

:         371  : 
:  717 

:         233  : 

5,114 
9, £35 
:  3,832 

:•  370 

710 

233  : 

5,434 
9,897 
4,465 

XEW  ZEALAND! 


(Commerce  Reuorts). 


The  area  and  production  of  crops  in  the  years  1919-20  and  1918-19 
ar  e  as  follows; 

(CCO  omitted)'. 


Product  ion. 


Crop.  : 

Unit .  .  ' 

1913-SO,  : 

1918-19. : 

1919-20.  : 

1918-19. 

Acr  e  s .  : 

Acres. 

Wheat  (for  thresh ing ) , . 

-Bushel , .  ' 

4,560  : 

•  6,568 

140 

208 

Oats       n  n 

n  i 

5,358  : 

6,885  1 

180 

173 

Barley    "  n 

n  « 

;         815  : 

711  • 

23 

Maize      "  " 

n  > 

406  : 

414  ' 

:         9  ■ 

10 

Peas  and  Beans  , .  

369  : 

506  . 

:  14 

,'   .  18 

Linseed  *.-...,„.......' 

n 

;'           92  '  : 

■   •  e  «  4 

5  • 

Eye  Grass  (for  seed)  .  . 

Pounds 

:     13 , 053  ! 

.     12, 924 

40  • 

31 

Cocksfoot      "  " 

n  - 

2,202  : 

3  >  762 

:        17  ■ 

19 

Chewing  Fescue    11  ,» 

■         n  - 

:          §28  i 

552 

:  3 

2 

Crested  Dogstails  n 

!  n 

;         572  : 

451 

2 

2 

Red  Clever  and  Cow 

:  n 

:  1,14? 

1,255  • 

:  6 

;  7 

White  Clover  «... 

;        n . 

:         335  . 

958 

7 

Otner  Grasses  and       v  « 

Clover        n  ... 

n 

5      •  316 

459 

•  3 

Grasses  and  Clover 

(for  Hay  &  Ensilage)  , 

:  Ton 

:  184" 

226 

•  117 

132  » 

Potatoes   . 

:  Bushel 

5    ■  5: 402  ' 

3,938 

:        25  • 

•  .19 

:'.          197  • 

184 

:  1 

1 

'  (Supple, 

r;ent  to-  New 

Zealand  Gazette), 

Area. 


***********  **** 
LINSTOCK. 


BELGIUM! 

Cattle:  -  During  the  recent  war  728,000  head  of  cattle  (300,000  milk 
ccws).were  carried  off  by  the  Gerransv    Tae  taking'-cf  the  300,000  milk 
cows  results  in  an  annual  loss  of  254,170,000  gallons  of  milk  and  56,138,000 
pounds  of  butter  to  Belgium,,      Up  to  the  present  only  67,561  head  of  cattle 
have  been  returned  to  Belgium  by  the  Germans. 

Horses:-  In  adaition  to  the  cattle  carried  off,  the  Germans  took 
145 .000  head  of  horses  and  up  to  the  present  have  only  returned  6g185, 
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LIVESTOCK,  -CONT'D, 

BELGIUM, -CONT'D  . 

While  before  the  war  in  Belgium  there  were  40  horses. per  1,000  inhabitants, 
there  are  now  only  22  horses  per  1,000  inhabitants. 

(Journal  de  la  Societe  Nationals  des  Agriculteurs  de  Belgilue.), 

NEW. ZEAL AND: 


Summary  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  pigs,  in  the  years  1916, 

1917,  1918,  1919- and  1920, 


Year , 

battle, 

Bulls  (of  all 
ages) f 

I  GTows  .and  heifers  : 
over  2  years  old    :    Total  Cattle, 

1916  •  ; 

1917  .... 

1918  ...   •< 

1919  ,*  

1920   

Number, 

'50,858  ! 
49,930  ' 
51,935"  '! 
56,706 

57,999  J 

;        Number*             :  Number, 

•  750,323          :  -2,417,451 
777,439        .  :"■  •■  2,575,230 
793,215       -   :   - "  2,869,465 
826,135          :  3,035,478 
893,454          :  3,101,945 

Year* 

•  Horses  (not  in- 

eluding  asses  and 
:         mul e  s , 

Sheep.           :  Pigs, 

1515  ,  

1917  

1918  

1915  

1920  ...,,.,*..,. : 

i  371,331 
373,6  00 
:••  378,050 
:  363,188 
!  .345,407' 

24,788,150          :  297,501 
25,270,385          !           ■  283,770 
26,538,302          ■             250,694  ' 
1      25,828,554         •:  235,347 
;       23,914,506          i  266,829 

a  Supplement  to  the  New  Zealand  Gazette) . 


FARM. WAGES* 

FRANCE:  '    -  ' 

Farm  wages  are  entering  "into  the  cost  of  production  to-  a  greater  and 
greater  extent.      The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  the  average 
daily  wage  in  several  Departments  in  France  in  the  years  1915  and  1920,  the 
per  cent  of  increase  also  being  shown: 


AVERAGE  DAILY  WAGE  AND  PER  CENT  OF  INCREASE  1915  AND  1920* 


Department,  ; 

1915. : 

1920*: 

In-  : 

crease : 

Department. 

1915*  : 

1920,  ' 

In- 
crease, 

$     .  : 

$  : 

jo  . 

$  : 

$'  : 

i 

Allier   ., .  : 

.69 

1.93: 

.  180  : 

:  Ille-et-    •  .: 

Ardeche  ......  1 

.57 

1.74: 

200 

Viiaine      .  .  t 

•  2,03. 

>■     '.  180 

Charente  ..... 

.57 

'  1.74: 

233 

'.   Indr  e  .......  : 

,77  1 

'  2.51' 

!  32§ 

Cher  

.86 

1,99: 

130 

:  Lozere  : 

,58 

2.12 

:  260 

Corres e  .  ..... 

'  .72 

2.70: 

170 

!  Mane  he           k  I 

'  ,58 

:  1.35 

:  133 

Dordogne  ..... 

'  .77 

1,54: 

100 

Oise  ........  : 

:  1,93 

:  150 

Doubs  . 

:  v77 

2.12: 

175 

:  Soane-et-Loir e: 

.68 

5  1.93 

:  180 

Eur  e-et -Loir  .. 

•  .77 

;  1,54: 

100 

.   Seine- et-         ' • 

Finistere  ,  .  .» 

:  *43 

:  1.54: 

140 

:        Marne  ....  : 

.87 

:  2.90 

•  230 

Herault  ,,,,,, 

:  .77 

i  2.32: 

200: 

,63 

:  2,25 

:  250 

Reductions  computed  at 

par-:  va 

lue. 

(Journal  d' Agr  iculture  Pratique, 

France) . 
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"...     .  .     SFSAMUM,  : 


INDIA: 


The  final  forecast  of  the  sesamum  crop  of.  1920-21  of  all  India  puts 
the  area  at  3,964,000  acres  and  the  producti<9R  at  361,760  tons  as  against 
4j212,000  acres  and  458,080  tons  last  year, 

(London,  Grain,  Seed  and  Oil  Reporter)  , 
************ 


PEPPERMINT  OIL, 


JAPAN: 


The  following  .figures  show  the  production  of  peppermint  oil  in  Japan 
for  the  years  1914-1918  with  an  unofficial  estimate  for  19.2Q, 

Peppermint  oil* 


Year, 

Production. 

!  Pounds* 

326,665 

575,815 

1916          ...  , 

.541,081 

569,475 

1918  

520,533 

1920  a  ....... 

;  265,000 

a.    Unofficial  estimate*     Official  f igures  for  1919  ha^  not  been  published 
as  yet. 

„ .  •  (Commerce  Reports). 

************ 

,  .  TEA, 


WORLD:"  . 

In  a  .circular;1  .letter  issued  by  Brooke  Bond  and  Co-.  ,  on  "Tea  in  1919-20", 
it  is  calculated  that'  the  world's  tea  production  is  at  present  about  2b  per 
cent  anove  consumption/owing  to  the  demobilization  of  armies  and  the  lack 
of  .demand  from  Russia. and  Central  Europe/  The  Indian,  and  Ceylon  Tea 
.Associations -suggested  to  planters  that  the  1920  crop  be -restricted  to  90^ 
per  cent,  and  the.  1921  crop  to  80  per  cent  of  the  average-  crops  produced  in 
the  years  1915  to  1919V  ....       -  .  .  ..  .  -  . 

■    (The  Economist,  England)  . 


*  *  * ,  *  *-*-  *  * 


*  *  *  * 


STOCKS  ON  HAND* 


CANADA*. 

The  stocks  in  store.at  the  different  elevators  for  the  week  ending 

Feb,  11,  1921,  were  as  follows:    Wheat,  37,735,725  bushels;  oats,  26,412,344 

bushels;  barley,  4,157,780  bushels;  flax  2,929,126  bushels;  rye  307, 808 

bushels.  » 

-(Dominion.  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Canada). 


LEON  M.  ESTABROOK, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 


